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Novel 2019 Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update:  March 9, 2020 

We continue to strive to react proactively and appropriately to Coronavirus concerns.  

We have implemented enhanced and aggressive sanitation and cleaning protocol in our schools.  New 
technology has been secured and utilized. In addition, student busses, provided by private contractors Rick Bus 
and Dapper Bus companies and our own district busses, are being cleaned and sanitized daily by wiping down 
the seats, seatbelts and handrails at the end of each day.  

We continue to emphasize the importance of proper hand-washing and thorough hygiene for all school 
community members.   

Please join us in emphasizing “social distancing” throughout the school community.  This means "self-shielding" 
measures for students and staff such as limiting physical contact, avoiding sharing food and drink, implementing 
the "elbow bump" and the "Dracula sneeze,” carefully evaluating and potentially reducing outside visitors and 
groups, taking a close look at outside trips and excursions, and trying to minimize large group gatherings.  

As you know, the DOE released the Broadcast memo: Guidance Regarding Requirements for Public Health-
Related School Closure.   

A couple points of note: Our priority is always the health and safety of our staff and students.  This will drive any 
decisions we make regarding our school operations. With regard to the potential closing of school, we currently 
have the ability to absorb several days of closed school in our calendar due to unused weather emergency days 
and other flexible options.  From an instructional point of view, our goal will be to get our 180 days of school in 
prior to June 30th.   

According to the State DOE Guidance memo, the opportunity to provide online, distance or home instruction 
will only count towards the mandated 180 days if school is officially closed by state health officials.  It was noted 
that public health officials have never closed a school, even when influenza outbreaks resulted in absentee rates 
of 50 to 60 percent.  

At this time, we are currently doing what the guidance memo suggested, exploring, planning and preparing for 
that possibility. Our administrative team will work with our teaching staff on this framework. As of this writing, 
we are still awaiting specific guidelines for this type of learning from state DOE officials, and hope to receive 
more information shortly.  

Thank you.  

Michael Nitti 

Superintendent 

 
 


